Tuberculosis and National Health
as a clearance area when the Local Authority passes a resolution to that
effect after being satisfied as regards the area (a) that the houses in that
area are by reason of disrepair or sanitary defects unlit for human habi/
cation, or are by reason of their bad arrangement, or the narrowness or
bad arrangement of the streets, dangerous or injurious to the health of
die inhabitants of the area, and that the other buildings, if any, in the
area are for a like reason dangerous or injurious to the health of the said
inhabitants; and (J;< that the most satisfactory method of dealing with
the conditions in the area is the demolition of all the buildings in the area.
The sections of the Act which deal with clearance areas are of special
value in relation to the prevention of tuberculosis as they provide for the
elimination of those congested overcrowded areas in which the dwelling'
houses are cut off from adequate moving air and sunlight and in which
the incidence of the disease is high.
Important provisions of the Housing Act, 1936, relate the making of
bye/laws. Section 6 of the Act provides that a Local Authority may,
and if required by the Minister of Health, shall, make and enforce bye^
laws with respect to houses occupied or of a type suitable to be occupied
by persons of the working/classes. These bye/laws relate inter alia to the
inspection of houses, the number of persons who may occupy a house,
the promotion of cleanliness and ventilation, the adequate lighting of
rooms, and the cleanliness and redecoration of the premises at stated times.
Section 84 empowers a Local Authority to make bye*4aw$ for the
management, use and regulation of houses provided by them.
The Housing Act, 1936, consolidates the Housing Acts, 1925
to 1935, and if its provisions are carried out with due regard to
the influence which good housing conditions exercise on the
standard of public health, and if there is uniformity of aim in
regard to bye/laws and to the manner with which they are conv
plied, the Act will give an added and sustained impetus to the
elimination of those domiciliary conditions which pave the way
for tuberculosis.
TOWN-PLANNING. The importance of town-planning
in relation to the health and the development of urban districts
has come to be recognized; it has been the subject of various
enactments dating from 1909, and the various Acts which have
been passed since that date have been consolidated in the Town
and Country Planning Act, 1932- The aim of town-planning
schemes is to control building development so as to conserve
urban amenities and to secure environmental conditions which
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